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Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98, 1 am submitting a completed "INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANT" (Form PTO/SB/08A) with patents and/or 
publications as delineated therein attached. 

DE 39 04216 discloses that, to control the cool-space temperature of a refrigerator 
which is designed with a normal refrigerator section (1) and a freezer section (2), a one-circuit 
refrigerant circulation, a compressor refrigeration unit (3), a condenser (6), a throttle member 
and in each case an evaporator part (4, 5) for the freezer section and the normal refrigerator 
section. An electronic control unit (8) ensures the regulation of the temperature of the interior 
space, a temperature sensor (9) being arranged in the normal refrigerator section (1) and a 
further temperature sensor (1 1) in the freezer section (2). The microprocessor-controlled 
control unit (8) is supplied with the temperature values from the interior space of the normal 
refrigerator section (1), directly from the evaporator part (4) of the normal refrigerator section 
(1), and from the interior space of the freezer section (2). When the temperature in the freezer 
section (2) exceeds a predetermined value, a recirculation air blower (12) is switched on for 
circulating the air in the normal refrigerator section (1). As a result, the temperature in the 
freezer section (2) is always held at permissible temperature values even in the case of 
extremely unfavourable outside temperatures or when the user has preset the desired value at 
a value which is too high. 

JP 2 17375 discloses that to reduce a load applied on a compressor and restrain the 
electric power consumption of the compressor by a method wherein the operating frequency 
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of a fan is increased stepwisely upon driving the compressor when an energy saving mode 
button is actuated. An operation panel 4 is provided v/ith an energy saving mode button, 
transmitting a signal to a control device S upon driving a compressor 7 so that the operating 
frequency of a fan motor device 8 supplying cold air produced in an evaporator into 
respective food storage chambers is increased stepwisely. When the energy saving mode 
button 4e is actuated, the fan motor device 8 is controlled by a timer 5a accommodated in the 
control device 5 so as to increase the operating frequency thereof stepwisely even when the 
compressor 7 is actuated. According to this method, the operating frequency of the fan is 
changed in accordance with the amount of refrigerant sent into the evaporator whereby a load 
applied on the compressor may be reduced and the electric power consumption of the 
compressor may be restrained. 

JP 1 222177 discloses a process to reduce noise in an arbitrary time band where it is 
not used frequently, by operating a timer function on the handling of a ^silence' pushbutton 
switch, and lowering the operation frequency of a fan motor device, which drives a fan, for a 
specified period of time. During a normal operation status of an electric refrigerator, a 
judgment is made as to whether or not a silence pushbutton switch 4e is depressed. When the 
silence button switch 4e remain OFF, an ordinary operation is executed while a timer function 
5a is set when the pushbutton switch 4e is in ON status. Then, the operation frequency of a 
fan motor device 7 is lowered by the invertor system identical to the control of a compressor 
6. Then, a judgment is made as to whether the silence button switch is ON status or not. The 
release of the silence by OFF status is executed by depressing the pushbutton switch 4e again. 
When the silence is released, normal operation starts. When the silence is not released, a 
Judgment is made as to whether a specified period of time passes or not based on the timer 
function 5a. The operation frequency of the fan motor device 7 remains low until the timer 
function 5a is timed up. It is, therefore, possible to reduce the noise produced by a fan 7a 
compared with the normal operation. 

DE 101 39 834 discloses that the invention relates to a refrigeration device comprising 
two temperature zones (1,2) that are cooled by condensers (5, 4), arranged in a common 
coolant circuit, a first (1) of said zones being equipped with a fan (9). In said device, to 
maintain the temperatures of the temperature zones (1,2) within their respective target ranges, 
the refrigeration circuit is operated intermittently, depending on a temperature that is 
measured in one of the temperature zones. The fan (9) is also operated intermittently, whereby 
the operational and non-operational phases of the coolant circuit and the fan are determined in 
such a way that operational phases of the coolant circuit at least partially coincide with non- 
operational phases of the fan (9). 
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EP 0 949 468 discloses that the actual operating parameter value for a refrigeration 
compressor is compared with a stored parameter Value for controlling operation of an air 
circulating fan for a higher temperature refrigeration compartment. The control method uses 
an electronic control device for comparing at least one required parameter value held in a data 
memory with an actual parameter value obtained from the operation of the refrigeration 
compressor, e.g. the summated compressor running time., to provide a control signal for 
operation of a circulation fan, used for controlling the temperature within a higher 
temperature refrigeration compartment by circulation of the cooling air. 

If no translation of pertinent portions of any foreign language patents or publications 
mentioned within the "INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANT" is 
included with the aforementioned copies of those applications, patents and/or publications, it 
is because no existing translation is readily available to the Applicant. As per the Notice in 
1273 OG 55 (August 5, 2003) no copies of any above-mentioned US patents and US patent 
application publications are submitted for this application which was filed after June 30, 2003. 
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